
Local Listing – Assessment Criteria – Draft 

General Criteria 

1. A candidate heritage asset should have some degree of permanence. It should not be easily 

removable for example street furniture fixed to the ground; artwork affixed to a building etc. 

2. A candidate heritage asset should be of demonstrable local importance, positively 

contribute to the character of the local area and be worthy of preservation for the benefit of 

future generations.  

3. A candidate heritage asset should be of greater significance than the general historic 

environment they form a part of.  

4. A candidate heritage asset should be definable in its extent or area. This is clearer for areas, 

buildings, landscapes, and structures. For sites of archaeological interest, a site should be 

readable either as earthworks, or as legible cropmarks on a recent aerial photograph. 

5. The condition of an asset will not preclude an asset from nomination for Local Listing. 

Assessment Criteria 

Asset type (Not a Criterion but included as closely related): A heritage asset can come from several 

broad categories, though the list is not exhaustive. 

Buildings: A building is a built feature with walls and a roof i.e., a cottage, house, school, mill, pillbox, 

barn, shop, water tower etc.   

Structures: An above ground feature that does not have both walls and a roof i.e., pump, well, wall, 

commemorative monument, sculpture, ruin, standing stone, ha-ha etc. 

Sites: Below ground remains, earthwork or other feature likely to be of archaeological interest i.e., 

deserted medieval village, Roman Villa site, prehistoric barrow or a wreck or crash site. 

Areas & Landscapes: Above or below ground features, could be naturally formed, or modified by 

human intervention, or a combination of both. They may have non-physical associations such as 

areas known historically to a particular tradition, event, industry, skill, person etc. Examples of areas 

and landscapes include parks, gardens, townscapes, village greens, common land, airfields, water 

landscapes such as canals etc. 

Other: Anything that is not covered by the above definitions can still be put forward, however should 

meet General Criteria 4 in that it should be definable in its extent or area; additionally, should meet 

General Criteria 1 and 2. 

Age: The Age of a heritage asset can be a factor in the significance of a Local Heritage Asset. Age can 

be linked with Rarity as generally the older something is, the rarer it is. There is no fixed cut-off point 

being applied to candidate sites, however the more modern it is, then more of the other criteria it 

should be demonstrated to meet during the nomination stage. For example Modern (Post-1945) 

assets will have to be of particularly unique and outstanding design or associated with a significant 

event or development to warrant consideration. 

For heritage assets of multiple-phases, if possible a date for the commencement of each phase 

should be identified where possible to do so. If not possible the phase associated with an asset's key 

phase of development should be identified as a minimum. 

 

 



Rarity: Rarity can apply to all types of heritage asset. Rarity relates to an assets age, type, 

construction, design or through association with historical events, people etc and as such links 

closely with other criteria. 

Rarity of a heritage asset should be assessed against its context against the local character of the 

area it is found, the county, wider East Midlands area and possibly nationally. 

What is considered rare in one area, may be different to another. 

Architectural and Artistic Interest: Architectural interest includes both the design, or style of a 

heritage asset and the level of intactness of that design. The condition of a heritage asset will not 

preclude it from having Architectural Interest unless it has been altered beyond the point of it being 

recognisable as a heritage asset. 

The factors that contribute to architectural interest include: architectural style, building materials, 
methods of craft and construction, decoration and composition. 

Architectural Interest is also derived from the Intactness of these factors and the overall legibility of 
the design of that heritage asset. This is more applicable to buildings, structures, and landscapes 
than it is to sites of archaeological interest. Intactness can be represented through: original features 
such as windows/doors/roof covering; planting etc. 

Artistic interest derives from the way in which people experience and react to the asset, its aesthetic 
value and its contribution to the area in which it is found. 

Group Value:  Heritage assets that have or share a clear, visual, aesthetic or historic relationship 

with other heritage assets, or other man-made and natural features.  

Where Group Value can be demonstrated then the constituent heritage assets within the group 

should be considered as part of the nomination, as long as the individual elements can be 

demonstrated to meet other criteria for inclusion on the Local List of Heritage Assets. 

Archaeological Interest: Archaeological Interest is the evidence a site may yield about past human 

activity, experience, interaction and use of, and with the landscape. This activity and interaction may 

relate to settlement, agriculture, industry, religious practice, transport, conflict, learning, commerce, 

law and governance.  

This Archaeological Interest is generally reflected in the landscape as potential for buried 

remains, cropmarks (readable on recent aerial imagery), earthworks, or a combination of these.  

Archaeological Interest can also be found in the structure of buildings, and the composition of man-

made and natural landscapes. 

Key factors for the consideration of sites of Archaeological Interest are the legibility and survival of 

any above ground evidence (including Crop Marks); existence of supporting archival information, 

existing knowledge of the site and the significance of the Archaeological Interest are outlined above 

against the local, regional and national context. 

Historic Interest: Historic Interest is an association of a heritage asset with a notable individual, 

event, development in industry or agriculture etc. at a local, regional, national or international level 

that contributes to the overall significance of the asset. 



Social and communal interest: Linked intrinsically to Historic Interest, Social and Communal Interest 

is any special meaning that is derived from the collective experience of a heritage asset. This can 

relate to local and cultural identity, social interaction or collective memories of a place and the 

people or events associated with it. 

Landmark Status: An asset that positively contributes to its setting due to its visual prominence 

or striking aesthetic value within the historic environment is said to be of Landmark Value. This value 

could be the intended result of development within the historic environment by man, or the 

unintended consequence of nature. 

 

 


